A 67-year-old woman developed ventricular fibrillation following Parenterovite injection. Subsequent postmortem revealed normal coronary arteries. It is postulated that the high potency vitamin injection caused the arrhythmia.
Introduction
Parenterovite is a widely used proprietary parenteral vitamin preparation containing vitamins B1, B2, B6, C and nicotinamide in dextrose. Despite widespread use both intramuscularly and intravenously, side effects are rare and are usually limited to mild facial flushing due to the nicotinamide.
A case is reported of ventricular fibrillation following an intravenous injection of this preparation.
Case report
A 67-year-old woman was admitted for investigation of weight loss and progressive difficulty in walking.
Diabetes mellitus was diagnosed 6 months before admission for which she was receiving chlorpropamide 100 mg daily. Apart from one episode of 'colitis' 25 years previously she had been well until the present illness. There was no history of allergy.
Examination (Martindale, 1972; Kawasaki, Asano and Makita, 1963) . This is very uncommon and the combination of thiamine with other parenteral vitamins has been said to make the risk of anaphylaxis negligible (Pollitt, 1968) .
The patient described developed none of the classical manifestations of anaphylaxis although these may have been modified by the steroid administration.
Although neural mechanisms may play a part in the pathogenesis of arrhythmias in ischaemic heart disease (Lown and Verrier, 1976) 
